
September 22, 2021

Pembroke Zoning Board of Appeals
100 Center St
Pembroke MA 02359

Attn: Sabrina Chilcott, Assistant Town Manager
schilcott@townofpembrokemass.org

RE: River Marsh Village – Water Street, Pembroke

Dear Members of the Planning Board:

The North and South Rivers Watershed Association (NSRWA) is a nonprofit grassroots environmental
organization that has been protecting the North and South Rivers and their watershed since 1970. With
over 1,900 members we are a strong voice for the protection of these irreplaceable natural and
recreational resources on the South Shore and we strongly object to the proposed 56-unit River Marsh
Village development at 274 Water Street in Pembroke.

We remain concerned about the potential impacts to the quality of the river from stormwater and
wastewater generated at this site and impacts to the viewshed from the river for the public. As stated in
previous comment letters, the proposal abuts a unique and sensitive river system that has been
recognized as the only State Scenic Protected River and as a National Natural Landmark. Its natural
and historic resources are a national, state, and local treasure.  We realize that the project limits remain
just outside of the protected corridor and engineered systems are proposed to protect the river;
however, the development density simply puts too many people and the necessary infrastructure to
support them on too small of a parcel. The project as proposed will potentially forever change the
character of the land and adjacent natural resources and threaten the health of the river.

Stormwater and Wastewater

The most recent proposals did eliminate the wetlands crossing and filling as well as moved the
proposed development further away from the applicant’s delineation of the North River Scenic Corridor.
In the August 31 and September 14 submittals, the updated stormwater management system included
a constructed pocket wetland, an infiltration basin, a sediment forebay, and proprietary treatment
systems along with an Operations and Maintenance Plan. Proper design, construction, and long-term
maintenance of each of the stormwater system components is needed or the project to achieve the
TSS and pollutant removals stated by the applicant. If any element of the treatment train fails, then this
system can emit pollutants into the surrounding wetlands.

Stormwater generated and discharged in close proximity to Outstanding Resource Waters must be
treated specifically for the contaminant of concern, in this case, bacteria, and be properly setback from
the wetlands. The discharges are located within feet of the wetlands that are connected to the North
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River. We recommend further setbacks from the wetlands to ensure there is less potential for
contamination from the stormwater system should it fail.

The new design shows subsurface infiltration areas for the wastewater and stormwater perched on fill
with little to no setback to sideslopes greater than 20%. We believe both systems require a setback
from such steep slopes in order to avoid potential break-out from these systems into abutting sensitive
areas.

In many areas, there is little room around buildings for people or maintenance equipment. Along the
southwest side of the parcel, there is only 11 feet between a proposed deck and the wetland line.
Building 8 has no clearance around the building to the top of the slope. Equipment access to the
stormwater infiltration basin and stormwater infrastructure for maintenance should be provided as well
as maintenance to be performed on the exterior of the buildings safely.

In some places, the limit of work is immediately adjacent to the delineation line of the wetland. It will be
difficult to perform grading this close to the wetlands without working within them or harming them
during construction. The proponent should provide information on how construction will be performed
without heavy equipment being placed in sensitive resource areas. In addition, it is unclear how snow
storage and removal will be handled. Snow should not be plowed into wetlands.

The infrastructure systems require funding for maintenance and potential replacement costs for both
systems should they fail. We would like to see the project conditioned to require the homeowners
association to set aside funds for maintenance and end-of-life replacement costs for these systems.

Lastly, we are aware that the state is revising their stormwater handbook as this project is being
debated. Those new standards will include using new precipitation data to size stormwater
infrastructure that will be more resilient in the face of a changing climate. We recommend that the town
ask the proponent to review this and provide an assessment of how the stormwater infrastructure will
be obsolete and how obsolete given the new standards.

Landscaping

Given the proximity to sensitive natural resources, landscaping should favor native plantings that
enhance the abutting ecosystems and require no fertilization, herbicides or irrigation. The Operation
and Maintenance Plan should specifically address the limits for fertilization and herbicides within the
project as the use of these products will increase nutrient pollutants in the runoff that is discharging
towards the North River.

The North & South Rivers Watershed Association Inc.
P.O. Box 43, Norwell, Massachusetts 02061
(781) 659-8168 Fax (781) 659-7915
www.nsrwa.org



Viewshed

The Scenic Protective Order is meant to protect the views and nature of the river for the public. We ask
that the Zoning Board of Appeals require a rendering of what the proposed project will look like from the
river and that there be adequate vegetative screening to screen the structures and maintain the natural
scenic vista as much as possible.

Sincerely,

Samantha Woods
Executive Director
NSRWA
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